Bassets are Assets!

According to the Human Society of the United States, our nation is home to a whopping 75 million pet dogs! 39% of U.S. households own at least one dog, and 12% of dog owners have three or more canine companions. Dog-loving people have hundreds of breeds of dogs to choose from, ranging from well-known breeds such as Labradors and German Shepherds to lesser-known breeds such as Portuguese Water Dogs or the Ariegeois breed. 

One particular breed has been the subject of many get-well cards, Hush Puppy advertisements, and stock photos: the Basset Hound! With its enormous ears, stubby legs, and doleful expression, the Basset Hound breed is loved by many people. The Basset Hound is French in origin: in French, the word “bas” means “low-set”. Bassets were bred by French peasants who desired a low-to-the-ground dog that could trail after small game. The Basset Hound breed was officially recognized by both the American and British Kennel Clubs between 1885 and 1887, but the breed had existed in both countries before those dates. The popularity of Basset Hounds continues today, and many people love this gentle, calm, and patient breed. 

If you have been thinking about welcoming a dog into your house, a Basset Hound makes an excellent pet and ideal family dog. Although Bassets have a reputation for being lazy and clumsy, they are actually quite agile and active.  A Basset Hound that is fed a well-balanced diet and exercised regularly has plenty of energy and can be quite playful, although he will not resist the chance to take a nap anytime the occasion presents itself. While a Basset's stubby legs won't be able to keep up with you on a jog, Bassets love to walk and will happily amble over trails and sidewalks with you. Very social and people-loving, Basset enjoy nothing more than being the center of attention. They are very patient and can put up with a great deal of loving abuse from overenthusiastic children. Bassets love cuddling and will happily curl up against you (or on you if you let them) for a snooze. Finally, a Basset is a great way to meet people: go out in public with a Basset Hound and you will quickly find that everyone wants to pat and coo over him.

Some fun facts about Basset Hounds

· Basset Hounds are noisy! They howl, snort, yawn, grumble, whine, bay, squeak, groan, and trill. Basset Hound owners call this “talking” and laugh to see how well their dogs communicate their needs and wants.

· Basset Hound noses are second only to bloodhounds. Bassets have 20 million scent receptors in their noses while humans have to make do with about 5 million. 

· The long, floppy ears a Basset Hound possesses are thought to help him smell better by channeling scents to his nose. 

· Since a Basset carries 70% of his weight on his front legs and his legs are short to begin with, a Basset is not built for swimming and can't swim very long. If you plan on boating with your Basset, invest in a doggy life jacket. 

· Bassets have nictitating membranes, basically a third eyelid. When they sleep, these third eyelids often cover the dog's eyes and make it look like his eyes have rolled back in his head. 

· Despite their short legs, Bassets are not small dogs and usually weigh 40-60 lb. Males can reach up to 70 lb. 

· Bassets can be either bicolored or tricolored. The typical tricolored Basset is black, red, and white and bicolored Bassets are usually black and white or red and white. A bicolored Basset with a golden and white coat is often called a “Lemon Basset” 

Like any breed, Bassets do have their drawbacks. Any book or website you read about Basset Hounds will tell you the same thing: they are stubborn! Unlike Labradors or retrievers, Bassets are not eager to please your every whim. Instead, they are more interested in investigating an unusual smell or wandering up to a complete stranger to say hi, so training a Basset takes patience and determination. Those lovely long ears that are so appealing take some maintenance: they are often coated in muck since the dog drags them through the mud and grass and are prone to infection, so keeping the ears clean is a must. Some Bassets are quite “drooly” and produce a great deal of slobber. In fact, some Bassets shake their heads so vigorously that slobber ends up on the ceiling!

When searching for a Basset Hound, you have several options. There are many Basset Hound rescue organizations such as the New England Basset Hound Rescue, and these organizations can help you find just the right Basset for you. Basset Hounds are routinely surrendered to the Humane Society and other animal shelters, so keep an eye out for new dogs. If you are interested in a puppy, there are many breeders around the U.S. However, a great majority of puppies come from breeders who are only interested in producing dogs for profit. These “puppy mill” puppies are poorly bred and often kept in unsanitary conditions. A puppy mill puppy or one from a negligent breeder is at a high risk for health problems and hereditary concerns. You may find an adorable puppy at a bargain price only to end up spending thousands of dollars on vet bills later down the road because your puppy was not bred properly. A good breeder will carefully select dogs to mate in order to weed out genetic problems and defects. To find a good breeder, contact the American Kennel Club: they can recommend breeders in your area. You may have to travel a distance and pay a significant amount up-front, but a well-bred, healthy puppy will make a far better pet in the long run.  

Friendly, cuddly, calm, and affectionate, a Basset Hound is one of the most endearing of dog breeds. If you are seeking a walking companion, someone to share long winter months with, and a loyal friend, a Basset Hound fits the bill exactly. Droopy, dopey, doleful, and delightful, a Basset is a great addition to your household.  

