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The Best Caffeine Fix in Town 


Omaha, like virtually all cities in the U.S., is dotted with Starbucks stores. For those who crave coffee from somewhere else than a chain outlet, there are several independently-owned coffee houses scattered throughout the city. Out of all these independent shops, two stand out: Cherry Bean Coffee and Caffeine Dreams. Both coffee houses offer high-quality coffee drinks and different food items to complement their drink items, all served in a pleasant environment. However, Caffeine Dreams is better than Cherry Bean Coffee because of its eclectic ambiance, its greater selection and quality of food and drink items, and its connection to the community. 


   While Cherry Bean Coffee has a stylish, modern interior that is attractive, several features of the store make it less appealing than Caffeine Dreams. For one, the floor plan is small and fragmented: rather than having one open floor area, Cherry Bean Coffee’s interior is divided up into a small meeting room in the back and a moderate-sized main floor in the front. This main area has a few couches and chairs and also contains a four-sided open cubicle. This cubicle is convenient for people who need to study or work on their laptops, but unfortunately, it make the interior somewhat cramped and gives the patron a slight feeling of isolation from other clients in the store. The placement of the couches and tables around the sides of the room does not allow groups of customers to interact with each other comfortably. Because of its layout, Cherry Bean Coffee caters more to single patrons rather than pairs or groups of customers. 


While customers can sit outside Cherry Bean Coffee if they want more room, the view outside is of a small, rather quiet shopping complex. Inside, the background music and the television can sometimes be a bit loud. Not surprisingly, Cherry Bean Coffee does most of its business through its drive-through window because its general interior does not lead itself well to long periods of sitting and visiting with friends. It is an excellent coffee stop for quick lattes and a fast sandwich on the run. However, for a customer seeking the more modish, bohemian atmosphere that people generally associate with coffeehouses, Caffeine Dreams outshines Cherry Bean Coffee.    


Caffeine Dreams has an open floor plan that showcases its roomy, multi-level interior. Several couches and small tables are scattered across the ground floor, and there is a raised loft in the back, all which open up the floor plan and give patrons a sense of comfortable spaciousness. Additionally, the high ceiling of the store and the long windows provide an additional sense of spatial dimension and comfort. Caffeine Dreams also has an outside patio for warmer weather and thus can cater to a large amount of customers. Because of its building and layout, there is plenty of room for socializing: at Caffeine Dreams, customers often stay for hours at a time. 


About the only negative that could be said about Caffeine Dream's décor and layout is that some of the tables are tiny and awkwardly shaped; they are artistic but not very functional and have a proclivity to wobble. If a customer is trying to study, there is not much room for a laptop or more than one book on these tables. However, this does not seem to be any deterrent to customers; with its close proximity to UNO, Caffeine Dreams is usually full of students studying and working in groups. Luckily, there are a few larger, sturdier tables in the loft area so the lucky student that snags one of these will have plenty of room to study.  

The high ceiling and roomy exterior at Caffeine Dreams means that sound is dispersed so that the general noise level is a comfortable hum, which most students find very conducive to studying. The soft background music and the chatter of other customers blend together comfortably, creating just the atmosphere one expects to find in a coffee shop. Ambiance alone is one strong reason to visit Caffeine Dreams. 


The selection of food and drink is another reason why Caffeine Dreams is superior to Cherry Bean Coffee. Caffeine, that standard fuel for students, is available at both Cherry Bean and Caffeine Dreams, and both stores offer quality coffee and non-coffee drinks along with other food items. Cherry Bean Coffee serves several different cold and hot coffee drinks along with smoothies and fruit juices. Its lattes are extremely creamy yet tend to not be as sweet as most people like their flavored coffee drinks to be. Cherry Bean Coffee also has some food items such as grilled panini and bagels, so customers can enjoy a meal or snack along with their drinks. Finally, Cherry Bean Coffee offer a nice selection of coffee beans for sale; however, it does not roast its beans on premise which means they are not as absolutely fresh as they could be. 


Caffeine Dream's selection of beverage and food items is much larger than Cherry Bean. Caffeine Dreams has over triple the amount of coffee drinks available and just about every flavor syrup a customer could want. Its bakery case is filled with a decedent selection of tarts, rich cakes such as the Extreme Chocolate Fudge, several types of biscotti, vegan chocolate chip cookies, and other treats. For the lunch or dinner customer, Caffeine Dreams also carries several wonderful sandwiches such as the Turkey Pesto Panini and a selection of soups. Overall, Caffeine Dream's larger selections of food and drink items make it a better coffeehouse than Cherry Bean Coffee.     


The quality of their items makes Caffeine Dreams stand out above the rest. Like most coffee shops, Caffeine Dreams carries a variety of whole and ground beans for customers to purchase. However, unlike most stores, Caffeine Dreams roasts its beans on premise, which means that the beans they serve their customers are as absolutely fresh as they can be. Whether a customer purchases a cup of ready-made coffee at the bar or selects a few pounds of coffee beans to brew at home, he or she can be assured that the coffee is extremely fresh and delicious. Nearly all the food items available at Caffeine Dreams are made on premise, and every food and drink item is guaranteed to be fresh and top-quality. 


The final reason why Caffeine Dreams is better than Cherry Bean Coffee is because it fosters a sense of community much more effectively than Caffeine Dreams. Many customers at Caffeine Dreams are regular patrons who know the barristers and each other. The coffeehouse is a popular hang-out for both UNO students and people in the surrounding community. Caffeine Dreams also supports the local arts, which helps build the community. Caffeine Dream's walls are decorated with many pieces of art from different local artists, all of which are for sale. Local musicians and poets regularly perform at the coffeehouse, and the open floor plan and general ambiance make concerts an enjoyable experience. Additionally, Caffeine Dreams maintains several posting boards for local arts events, helping artists and musicians get their names out and attract customers.


Purchasing a cup of coffee at Caffeine Dreams can support people both locally and internationally. Caffeine Dreams offers several varieties of free trade coffee and has information posted about supporting coffee growers. By purchasing the free trade coffee Caffeine Dreams sells, customers can help workers in other countries. Additionally by patronizing Caffeine Dreams, customers can help support local businesses and keep money within the community. Visitors to Caffeine Dreams can enjoy a great cup of coffee along with being reminded about the importance of caring for the environment, supporting the local arts, and putting money back into the community. 

Cherry Bean Coffee is not as connected to the community or nearly as supportive of the local arts as Caffeine Dreams. While Cherry Bean Coffee does offer some free trade coffee products, they do not heavily promote free trade coffee or strongly support coffee growers. Cherry Bean Coffee does not host artists or music events at their location. Simply told, Cherry Bean Coffee does not give back to the community nearly as much as Caffeine Dreams. 


Both Cherry Bean Coffee and Caffeine Dreams are excellent locally-owned coffee shops. Each sell delicious drinks and food items and are terrific choices for all coffee-loving consumers. But overall, Caffeine Dreams is the better of the two stores. With its broader selection, comfortable and artsy interior, and strong connections with the community, Caffeine Dreams offers more ambiance and a more classic “coffeehouse feel” than Cherry Bean Coffee. While Cherry Bean Coffee is wonderful for the consumer on the go, Caffeine Dreams is the place to study, listen to a local musician, enjoy a quiet game of cards with a friend, or spend a relaxing hour in a soothing environment.     

