Low-Key, Creative Entertaining Ideas 


One of the benefits of owning your own home is being able to entertain friends and family. However, entertaining can be stressful and frustrating for many people, mostly because we are inundated with books, articles, websites, tips, and gurus such as Martha Stewart telling us exactly how to arrange the “perfect” party. But the truth is this, the most enjoyable parties and dinners are ones where everyone, including the host is happy, relaxed, and at ease. Good parties too are usually fairly original and have some creative elements. If you are interested in entertaining with more pizazz and less stress, here are some tips to keep in mind.  


First of all, when planning an in-home party, realize that the purpose of entertaining in your home is to provide a relaxed, family-like setting where people can connect and enjoy each other's company. For many people, hosting a party means vacuuming behind the refrigerator, organizing the linen closet, creating a seven-course meal, and double-starching all the napkins. But all this preparation and perfection can make your guests feel too formal and stiff and can completely wear you out. Instead, aim for having a comfortably clean house and a tasty meal prepared and don't worry if the place settings aren't exactly matching. Keeping everything low-key ensures that you are not exhausted and frazzled before your guests even enter the house. If you dread the thought of entertaining, it could be because you put entirely too much effort and planning into doing so!


Keeping a calm, relaxed attitude is the first step to having a successful party. But breaking from the norm of a typical dinner party also helps you successfully host a party that people will talk about for months to come. If you are a bit stuck in the rut when it comes to entertaining, here are some fun ideas to try for your next dinner party or event. 

1. Potluck theme meal. Host a potluck where you decide in advance what type of meal you want to plan (Italian for example) and ask your guests to bring a theme dish. For an Italian meal, one guest could bring bruchetta, another could bring wine, and a third could bring tirimasu while you provide a main dish of lasagna. This is a fun way for you and your friends to experiment with different cuisines, and it takes a little pressure off you in regards to dinner. 

2. International potluck. If you know people who hail from other parts of the world, this works wonderfully well. Ask your international friends to bring a dish from their home country; you will end up with an unusual mix of food. Someone might bring risotto while another brings a curry and a third brings a custard tart. The only rule is that you can't bring something that is typically American. This is a great way to sample a wide range of different cuisines and learn more about the cultures that created these dishes. 

3. Chef party. Cooking together is a fun, friendship-building activity. Instead of you doing all the cooking, invite a group of friends over and have everyone pitch in to help with the cooking. Plan the menu ahead of time and assign people to bring specific ingredients, then when everyone arrives, delegate different chores and get to work. You will soon have a kitchen of people bumping into each other, spilling things, and laughing uproariously.

4. Dinner and dance. If you have some space in your house, why not put it to good use and host a dinner dance? Have a small group of people over for a meal and invite someone along that can give dance lessons. If you don't know anyone who can dance, look in the phone book for a list of social dance instructors or call your local college and see if it has a dance program with students who are interested in teaching. You should be able to find an instructor who is willing to come to your house for a fee and teach a few lessons on waltz, two-step, or tango. This is a great party for a group of couples. For an all-ladies party, hire a bellydance instructor and spend the evening learning how to do snake hips and shimmies. Dancing is a fun activity and a great way to burn off those calories you ate during dinner! 

5. International student party. Do you know that most international students in America never see the inside of an American's home? We have a large number of international students all over our country, but many of them don't have much of an opportunity to meet non-students. This is a shame because the vast majority of these international students are extremely polite, respectful, and eager to learn about our culture. In particular, they tend to be interested in forging relationships with older adults and have a great deal of respect for senior citizens. If you live near a university, why not see about having a party for a group of international students in your home? They will be extremely grateful to be invited and will love the opportunity to meet some Americans.  

6. Odd holiday party. Many of us throw parties on New Years, Fourth of July, and Christmas. The problem is, we can end up with very full social calendars during these important holidays and become tired of entertainment. Instead, take advantage of minor holidays and throw parties during the time of the year where people are less likely to entertain. American's don't traditionally celebrate the Boxing Day holiday (December 26) but who says you can't? June 24 is Midsummer Night's Eve, perfect for a late evening spent entertaining outdoors with lots of citronella candles. September 19th is International Talk Like a Pirate Day, which lends itself to a lot of interesting entertaining ideas. 


When it comes to entertaining in your home, the types of parties guests tend to remember most were the ones where everyone had their shoes off and were up late laughing until midnight because the host took some time to plan a few unusual touches and was relaxed about arranging the party. Entertaining can and should be an enjoyable activity where everything is comfortable and a little reluctant to leave at the end, not matter how late it is. Keep it low-key and creative, and your house is sure to be the one everyone is glad to visit. 

