“Okay, So What Did He Say Next?”


Picture the following, all-too-common scenario. Mary emails Joe and asked him if he would like to go with her to a friend's party. Four days later, she receives this email in reply. “Mary, thank for the invite. It would be fun :) but I gotta go to my sis' BD party. Sorry. Joe.” After receiving this email, Mary immediately calls up her best friend (or possibly several) and they spend the next three hours carefully dissecting this email, peeling back layer after layer of nuances, pondering for hours what the smiley face meant, searching for any hidden meaning that would clue them in to exactly how Joe feels about his relationship with Mary. 


Joe, meanwhile, forgot about the email within two seconds of sending it and proceeded to play basketball for three hours during the time Mary and her friends were attempting to unravel his precise emotional state as evidenced through the two-sentence email. 


I tell this story to illustrate a point: we women love to do what I call “translating”. Guys, everything you say or write to a woman who is interested you is going to come under the most microscopic scrutiny as she seeks to find some indication that you are interested in her. She will treat every syllable you utter with the intensity and minute attention to detail as a Greek scholar studying  the New Testament in its original Aramaic language. Yes, we women are enthusiastic translators. Unfortunately, we really suck at it big time. 


The problem with our translating skills is that they are based on how women think and communicate. Our own language and speech patterns are completely rift with hints, clues, nuances, and outright booby traps that guy language largely lacks. Female talk requires long sessions, lack of interruption while the other woman speaks, careful drawing out of the other person exactly what she is feeling, and searching for insight into the true issues. We are usually uncomfortable about clearly voicing our opinions and desires, so we usually hint and obfuscate. Because women are like this, we  assume men are also the same way, so we feel the need to carefully examine our communications with men in order to find true meaning. 


Guys, by contrast, are about as subtle as a lead hammer. If they want to say something, they tend to be rather direct about it. Watch a bunch of guys talking. There will be lots of punches, insults, direct orders, and high decibel levels. Guys say things like, “Stop being a jerk!” “I hate that” “No, that's a stupid idea” and other statements that are decidedly clear and to-the-point.


The problem is, women waste countless hours trying to figure out deeper meaning in their communication with men when there usually isn't any at all on his part. Believe me, guys, when a woman is very interested in a man, she can take the most brief and mundane of conversations and extract from it all sorts of “proof” that he shares her interest.  


So ladies, let me offer you some advice when it comes to translation: don't do it. You'll only frustrate yourself and waste countless hours doing so. After years of failed translation efforts, I have reached this unassailable conclusion: when a man is interested in you, it will be obvious, both to you and people around you. He will be very eager to assist you and spring to attention when you open your mouth or voice a request. He will zero in on you in a crowd and talk to you as if you are the only person present. He will happily take part in activities with you that he normally wouldn't be caught dead doing. He will be visibly nervous around you. People will start to notice; comments such as, “What's going on between you and him?” will spring forth. It will be obvious, plain and simple. 


When it comes to trying to figure out if a man is interested in you, you are better off looking at what he does rather than what he says. Stop dissecting every syllable and rereading his two sentence emails over and over again and just observe his behavior. And if you are really confused about something he said or wrote to you, don't ask a woman for help. Ask a guy friend. After all, you need an interpreter that is fluent in the language.   

