Reading Responses 

For each reading, answer the questions in at least a half page of typed or written text. 

Chapter 3 

“I'm Not Leaving” Look at the introduction of the story. How many “senses” (sight, sound, taste, touch, smell) are being used to describe the bar? How effective is this introduction and what does it do to set the “mood” for the rest of the story? 

“The Long Goodbye”   Look at the statement “fathers, mothers, sisters, brothers, a few boyfriends, and very few husbands”. The story states “very few husbands” twice. Why do you think that statement is repeated? What indication does this story give about the female inmates and their relationships with the men in their lives?

Chapter 4 

In “Cannibalism” the essay states that there are three conditions that humans will eat each other. What are these three conditions? Make sure to describe them in good detail and also clarify the difference between “exocannibalism” and “indocannibalism” 

In “Love” the essay states that the initial attraction we have towards someone sputters out after a few years: the relationship either ends or settles into the attachment phrase. Carefully analyze what happens to us chemically when we fall in love and look at what that “attraction phrase” is like. What would happen if people maintained this initial “attraction phrase” for someone beyond just a few years? Is it actually better that we do eventually move into the “attachment phrase”? 

Chapter 6

In the essay “Sticks and Stones”, the author states that sports teams originally took ethnic names as a way of honoring these ethnic groups. In what way might that be? Do you agree with the author or do you think that perhaps sports teams did not particularly mean to honor ethnic groups by taking their names?

In the essay “Working at McDonald’s” the author states that “most teen jobs these days are highly structured”.  He indicates that this is a bad thing. How are most teen jobs structured and what problems does the author say this creates?
Chapter 7 

In “Win-Win”, the essay lists many problems that today’s caregivers face as they balance their career duties with their duties to the family members they must care for. Google the term “sandwich generation”. What specific problems do many adult workers today face with this family/career issue?

In “A New Deal” the essay talks about many problems that are present within the U.S. school system, particularly with teachers. What specific problems do school systems face with teacher quality and quantity? 

Reading Responses 

For each reading, answer the questions in at least a half page of typed or written text. 

Chapter 3 

“I'm Not Leaving” Analyze the history of Farm Fresh, especially Lionel's work history. What information can you gather about working conditions several decades ago? What do you think about Lionel's childhood and work experience? How was his childhood different than the typical childhood most children experience today? 

“The Long Goodbye”   Look at the description of Ellie, the young son of the female inmate named “Stephanie”. The story mentions Ellie’s “bitterness” and “emerging hostility”: how does Ellie express these feelings? Why do you think he is bitter and hostile?  

Chapter 4

In “Cannibalism” the essay states “It is possible, however, that our distant-past ancestors were cannibals who through the eons turned away from the practice.” What do you think about this statement? When you look at animals in the wild, is it logical to say that cannibalism is somewhat natural? 

In “Love” the essay focuses on what happens to us chemically when we fall in love. Specifically, the essay distinguishes between the “attraction phrase” and the “attachment phrase”. Chemically, what is happening to us during both the attraction phrase and the attachment phrase? 

Chapter 6

In the essay “Sticks and Stones”, the author states “politically impotent groups continue to be targeted while politically powerful ones who bite back are left alone.” What does the author mean by this statement? Do you think he is correct?

In the essay “Working at McDonald’s” the author states that the Charper-Fraser study found that people do learn when working under supervision (particularly about teamwork). However the nature of supervision and teamwork in many fast food jobs is not good, particularly for teens. The author states that “such learning is not automatically educational or wholesome.” Why?

Chapter 7

“Win Win” focuses on specific problems that people working low-income jobs face. What specific problems must they cope with?

In “A New Deal” the essay points out that some people object to paying teachers more. What are some of the objections people have to substantially increasing teachers’ salaries?

Reading Responses 

For each reading, answer the questions in at least a half page of typed or written text. 

Chapter 3 

“I'm Not Leaving” The writer is a detached observer (see page 90), whereas the writer of “The Last Stop” is a participating observer. How does the writer being a detached observer affect the story “I'm Not Leaving”? What effects does that have?

“The Long Goodbye” This essay mentions the topic of fairness in the judicial system, particularly in the difference between federal crimes and state crimes. Have these female inmates been treated fairly by the judicial system? What do you think of their sentences in light of their crimes? 

Chapter 4

In “Cannibalism” the essay states that in the past, Western people have often associated non-Western people (particularly those from areas like Africa) with cannibalism. Why do you think we have done that? Also, think about how focused we are on cultural sensitivity and acceptance in this present day. Could people today perhaps be a little more open-minded about a culture that does practice cannibalism? Has this essay given you a different perspective on cannibalism?

In “Love, the Right Chemistry” the article states that as humans were developing, love became important for survival. How so? Do you think this holds today; do people survive and thrive better as couples? 

Chapter 6

In the essay “Sticks and Stones”, the author talks about sports teams taking their names from ethnic cultures. Do some looking on the internet and find some specific teams that do this. What are some sports teams and their ethnic names? What do their mascots look like? Are there specific gestures, chants, and clothing that fans do and wear (aside from the ones mentioned in the essay)?

In the essay “Working at McDonald’s”, the author mentions the difference between the work a teen today does in contrast with what work a teen would have done in earlier years (see paragraphs 8-9). Think about the work you did as a teenager verses the type of work your grandparents did when they were teens. What differences could there be between your work and your grandparents’ work?

Chapter 7

In “Win-Win” the essay discusses the Family and Medical Leave Act which was established in 1993. What does this act allow? What are flaws in this act?

“A New Deal” points out that it is no secret that teachers are not paid very much. While this affects individual teachers, this problem also has a big impact on the school system and quality of teaching. How so?

