ENGL 1010-7D
English Composition I

7/13-8/12
M-TH  10:30-12:45

4.5 credit hours

MAH 224

Last day to drop: 8/7

Instructor: Ms. Melissa Conroy

Office Hours: by appointment

Email: mconroy2@mccneb.edu or mconroy@mail.unomaha.edu

Academic Program Area: Communications and Humanities

Dean’s Office Telephone: Dr. Suprenant 738-4590

Course Description


The student writes essays and assignments based upon his/her experiences and/or assigned readings. The course emphasizes the clear written expression of ideas and the importance of organization, word choice, logic, and sentence construction. Planning, writing, revising, and editing essays for a particular audience are also emphasized.

Course Prerequisites


Assessment testing into 100 level English course/successful completion of Developmental English (097/098) and/or waiver. 

Course Objectives

Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to perform the following activities: 

· Analyze an audience.

· Identify the purpose of writing.

· Select appropriate subjects.

· Collect information/ideas.

· Order information.

· Formulate thesis/purpose/organizational statements.

· Write essays.

· Revise essays.

· Edit essays.

Required Material

The St. Martin’s Guide to Writing, 8th ed. 

Course Structure


The class will be composed of short lectures, reading assignments, group assignments, individual assignments, class discussion, and free time for work. 

Course Assessment and Types


Student assessment will come primarily through the grades earned on four separate papers and a final portfolio project. Other assignments will also be given. 

Attendance and Assignment Regulations 


Attendance is required for class. You may miss three classes without it affecting your grade. After your third absence, each subsequent absence will lower your total class grade 10%. If you “disappear” for several days and don’t contact me, I may withdraw you from class. 


Assignments are docked 10% for every class day they are late. Late assignments may be emailed or turned in to my mailbox through Student Services. Note: You are responsible for verifying that I received your assignments: you will lose points if I do not receive your assignments on time. If you email me an assignment and I don’t respond back to confirm it, I probably did not receive it. 


Students who do not bring a draft of their paper to peer workshopping sessions will not receive attendance points for that day and will end up not having all the information they need for their Portfolio project.

Assignments 

Assignment



Weight



Due

Reading assignments


1% each = 8%



as assigned

Punctuation assignment         

10%




7/27
Profile essay



15%




7/19




Concept essay



15% 




7/26
Evaluation essay


15%




8/2





Proposal essay


15%




during conferences

Portfolio



20%




8/12
Feedback assignment


2%




8/12 





Grading 


The grading scale is as follows

A= 90-100    An A student is present at nearly all classes, participates enthusiastically in class discussions, carefully reads assigned texts and comes to class prepared to discuss them, and always hands in homework assignments and papers on time. An A paper is relatively free of grammatical and editing errors and carefully proofread with correct formatting; it presents the information in a unique, insightful manner, showing a masterful command of written English and a thorough understanding of the subject. 

B=80-89     A B student is also rarely absent, contributes to class discussion, is generally prepared for class, usually reads the assigned homework, and normally turns assignments in on time.  A B paper handles the subject admirably and presents a detailed and interesting paper that is fairly original. A B paper has some grammar and writing errors and may not completely fulfill all requirements of the assignment.  

C=70-79    A C student skips class occasionally, rarely participates in class discussion, does not often come to class prepared, and seldom reads the assigned homework. Assignments are often turned in late or simply not turned in at all. A C paper fulfills some of the requirements of the paper, but nothing more is offered; the paper is not notably interesting or unique and usually contains a noticeable amount of mechanical errors due to poor editing. A C student or a C paper does not go beyond the basic requirements. 

D=60-69    A D student consistently skips class, does not participate in class discussion, rarely reads the assigned homework, and often does not turn in assignments. A D paper either does not fulfill the requirements of the paper or does so in a sloppy and careless manner. A D paper also may evidence signs of plagiarism. 

F=59-lower An F student is rarely in class, does not prepare for class nor participate in discussions, and does not exert any effort to succeed. An F paper does not fulfill the requirements of the paper, does not show evidence of competent writing skills, and is full of mechanical errors. An F paper may also evidence signs of plagiarism.  

Turnitin.com


You are required to submit both your Concept and Evaluation paper to turnitin.com. You will need to create a turnitin.com account to do so. Class ID: 3339810  Password: summer10 

Miscellaneous Info

· Details on college policies can be found at http://www.mccneb.edu/academics/catalog.asp
· Details on Metro’s student code of conduct can be found at http://www.mccneb.edu/catalogu/studentinformation.asp
· Accommodations are made for students with disabilities; please contact a Vocational Special   Needs Counselor, located in the Student Services Office of each campus. 

· Please refrain from text messaging during class as it is particularly rude to the instructor and distracting to other students. I have noticed that text messaging is becoming an increasingly larger problem in my classes, and I will be more insistent that students put their phones away and pay attention.

Contacting the Instructor

Please check your Metro student email account on a regular basis! I check my email frequently, so please feel free to email me with any questions or concerns. You can also call Student Services and request that a note be placed in my mailbox. Do be aware that some emails students send to my Metro email account disappear, so you are free to these three email addresses: mconroy2@mccneb.edu, mconroy@mail.unomaha.edu, and roninwriting@yahoo.com. If I do not respond to an email within 48 hours, assume I did not receive it and try again. 

Online Resources 

Please visit my business website at http://www.roninwriting.com/resources_for_engl_students to see a page I have created for my ENGL students. This page contains a link to our syllabus as well as a few example papers we will be using in class and other useful information. 








Student Withdrawal 

If you cannot participate in and complete this course, you should officially withdraw by calling Central Registration at 402-457-5231 or 1-800-228-9553. Failure to officially withdraw will result in either an attendance-related failure (FX) or failing (F) grade. The last date to withdraw is noted in the CLASS IDENTIFICATION section of this syllabus. 

Schedule

Week One – July 13-15 


Tuesday: Introduction to syllabus and class. Critical reasoning and reading. Introduction to Profile essay


Homework: Read Chapter 1 and 2 and essay “I'm not Leaving Until I Eat This Thing”: do reading response. Skim through pages H115-H128 (in the tan section in the back). 

Wednesday: Reading response due. Incomplete/complete sentences. More work on Profile essay.


Homework: Read Chapter 3 and essay  “The Long Goodbye”. Do reading responses. Skim through pages H9-H10 and H128-131. 


Thursday: Reading response due!  You will need to bring in one copy of your Profile essay draft today for the peer workshopping session. Students who do not bring in a copy of their draft will not receive attendance points for that day and won’t have all the information they need for the Portfolio project. More work on Profile essay. 



Homework: Read Chapter 4 and essay “Cannibalism”: do reading response. Read Chapter 11. 
Week Two – July 19-22


Monday: Profile essay and reading response due! Concept essay work today. 



Homework: Read essay “Love: The Right Chemistry”: do reading response. Read H69-H73. 


Tuesday: Reading response due! More work on Concept essay. Introduction to punctuation. 



Homework: Read H5-H9 and H57-H69. 


Wednesday: Reading response due! Discussion of essay and more work on punctuation. Introduction to academic tone. 



Homework: Read H73-H89.  


Thursday: You will need to bring in one copy of your Concept essay draft today for peer workshopping session. Students who do not bring in a copy of their draft will not receive attendance points for that day and won’t have all the information they need for the Portfolio project. More work on academic tone. 



Homework: Finish Concept essay. Read Chapter 6 and essay “Sticks and Stones” along with the linked article on instructor's website: do reading response. You MUST submit your completed Concept essay to turnitin.com or it will not be graded. 
Week Three – July 26-29


Monday: Concept essay and reading response due! Introduction to Evaluation essay. Focus on argument.  



Homework: Read Chapter 19. 


Tuesday: Punctuation assignment due! Evaluation and argument work today. 



Homework: Read “Working at McDonalds”: do reading response. 

Wednesday: Reading response due! Work on thesis statements and more work with argument.  
                          Homework: Finish Evaluation essay. 


Thursday: You will need to bring in one copy of your Evaluation essay draft today for peer workshopping session. Students who do not bring in a copy of their draft will not receive attendance points for that day and won’t have all the information they need for the Portfolio project. More work with argument. 



Homework: Finish Evaluation paper and read Chapter 7 and essay “Win-Win”: do reading response. You MUST submit your Evaluation essay to turnitin.com or it will not be graded. 

Week Four – August 2-5


Monday:  Evaluation essay and reading response due! Introduction to proposal paper. 



Homework: Read Chapter 25

Tuesday: Work with proposal. Introduction to business writing.



Homework: Read “A New Deal” 

Wednesday: Reading response due! More work with proposal and business writing. 


Homework: Work on Proposal essay. 


Thursday: Conferences. Proposal essay due during conferences

Week Five – August 9-12 


Monday: Conferences. Proposal essay due during conferences


Tuesday: Conferences. Proposal essay due during conferences 


Wednesday: No class today – use this time to work on your Portfolio 


Thursday: Last day of class! Portfolios due! If you would like your Portfolio returned, please make arrangements with the instructor. Feedback assignment will be given in class. 
ASSIGNMENTS 

Reading Responses 

You will be assigned many of the chapters from our textbook to read. Chapters 3, 4, 6, 7 will be four of the chapters assigned, and each of these four chapters contains four short essays about the chapter topic: throughout the quarter, you will read a total of eight short essays from our textbook. For each essay, you will be assigned a set of questions to respond to in at least a half page of written or typed text. The questions are in the back of the syllabus.    

Punctuation Assignment 

In at least a full double-spaced page, describe your favorite hobby and why you enjoy it. In this assignment, you must correctly use commas and at least three semicolons and two colons. Make sure to double space and format correctly, also spell check and proofread properly.

Profile Essay


This essay will be based off of Chapter 3 “Writing Profiles”. For this essay, you will need to visit a place in Omaha you have never been to before and write 3-4 double-spaced pages describing it. You will need to have very specific, vivid description so that the reader can clearly get a picture of what this place looks like. Make sure this essay focuses on describing a place, not telling a story about you visiting a place. Write a profile, not a narrative. 

  
You will need to decide how you will arrange the essay (chronologically, spatially, topically). Additionally, you will need to decide if you want to be a detached or participating observer. As you are working on the essay, you will need to determine what is important for you to emphasize. You don’t merely want to give a long list of absolutely everything you saw in the place: your descriptions should have a point and help the reader understand the general “feel” of the place. Make sure to use sensory imagery. 


You are most welcome to interview someone in the place. For example, you may choose to visit a new restaurant and interview the owner. You also may visit a store and strike up a conversation with one of the workers. However, if you would like to do an interview, call ahead and schedule an interview, have some questions prepared ahead of time, and make sure to write down or record the interview. Additionally, it is a courtesy to send a thank-you note after an interview.   

                    Concept Essay

    
This essay is based off of Chapter 4 “Explaining a Concept”. For this essay, you will need to write 3-4 double-spaced pages about a topic of your choice. Starting on page 162, St. Martin’s has a long list of potential topics. You could describe an unusual hobby you pursue, explain a particular holiday from a country, or define a particular term (example: the fruitarian diet). Any topic that you have a good base of knowledge about is fair game. 


You may not conduct research for this paper – it must come entirely from you. You need to pick a topic that you can write about without doing any research. You must be particularly careful not to take new ideas or specific information from other sources and plug them into your paper. A word to the wise: plagiarism is usually extremely easy to spot, so don't risk it. You MUST upload your Concept essay to turnitin.com or it will not be graded.    

You may NOT write about marijuana. I have had far too many papers on this topic.

This paper must be in proper academic tone: stay in 3rd person.  


Check my website http://www.roninwriting.com/resources_for_engl_students to see a sample Concept paper. Please read this paper and be prepared to discuss it in class. 

Evaluation Essay 


This essay is based off of Chapter 6 “Arguing a Position”. This 4-5 double-spaced paper will require you to evaluate two similar things and argue that one is better/worse than the other one, creating a value-based argument. Here are some ideas for you to consider.  

- Your favorite band's newest release in comparison to an older album. 

- Two restaurants in Omaha that have the same theme or type of food (for example two Thai restaurants).

- Two books by the same author or two separate books about the same subject (two textbooks for example).

- The book verses the movie version of a particular story. 

- Two different artists that have similar style or two different art works by one artist. 

- Two different colleges – Metro and UNO for example.

- Two different sports teams that play the same sport. 

- Two movies about the same topic (two different movies about WWII for example).

It will need to be very clear what is the better of the two and why (generally good arguments have three reasons why). You will need a properly-formatted thesis statement in your paper. 

You may NOT write about marijuana. I have had far too many papers on this topic.
This paper must be in proper academic tone: stay in 3rd person and be sure to avoid “I think” “I believe” “In my opinion”. You will need to state your ideas as facts/truths and not merely opinions. 

No researching for this paper! It needs to come from your personal experiences and thoughts about the subject. You MUST upload your Evaluation paper to turnitin.com or it will not be graded. 

There is an example Evaluation essay on my website at http://www.roninwriting.com/resources_for_engl_students. Please read this paper and be prepared to discuss it in class. 

Proposal Essay


This essay is based off of Chapter 7 “Proposing a Solution.” No matter what career you will spend your life developing, you will be faced with proposals. We use proposals all the time because we constantly see things that don’t work the best and want changes to be made to improve issues. Your assignment is to pinpoint one area in your life or environment that you would like to see improved, but you would need the assistance or permission of someone else to make change happen. When you have a problem identified, you need to write a proposal which explains the problem, proposes a clear solution, and argues why your proposal is a good idea. 

· Proposals are useless unless they are directed to a specific person or an authority figure who has the ability to act upon your proposal. Decide who to address your proposal to and write your proposal as a business letter to this specific person. Keep in mind that this person wants to know how your proposal would benefit him or her, not how it would benefit you. 

· Make sure that your proposal 1) clearly explains the problem and why things aren’t currently working well 2) clearly describes the ONE change you are proposing and how it would be carried out 3) hypothesizes what good improvements will happen if your proposal is followed. 

· Make sure to format your paper correctly. It is to be arranged as a business letter with the correct format. The proposal is to be 1-2 single-spaced pages. There is an example Proposal paper at http://www.roninwriting.com/resources_for_engl_students. Please follow the format of the example.  

· Along with your proposal, you need to include a sheet of paper that explains in 1-2 paragraphs who you are addressing your proposal to and why you selected this person. This does NOT count towards page length. 

Final Portfolio Project 


You will need to turn in a three-ring binder containing the following documents. 

· the peer-edited drafts and the peer feedback for your Profile, Concept, and Evaluation paper. 

· the graded drafts of all four papers. (for your Proposal paper, have the one that we evaluated together in your conference). 
· a revised and perfected final copy of all four papers. Revise each of your four papers based on what I marked and suggested. 

This project should be arranged logically and attractively as if it was a portfolio you would show a prospective employer or client. 

1) Please select a three ring binder that has a hard cover and a clear plastic sleeve on the front. Design a creative cover to insert into the sleeve. Don't use a binder with a floppy cover. 

2) Have a separate tabbed section for each of the four essays (you can buy tabbed three-hole paper in the office supply sections of stores).

3) Arrange each section so that the final copy is first, the graded draft is second, and the peer-edited draft is last.  

4) You need to either use a hole puncher on your papers and put them in your Portfolio or place all the pages of your assignments front-to-back in clear plastic three-hole sleeves (for example, you would have page 1 and 2 back-to-back in one sleeve, page 3 and 4 back-to-back in another sleeve, etc.) Every page should be displayed on one side of a clear plastic sleeve, and I should not have to take out sheets of paper from the sleeves to read them.

